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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on January 
16, 2008 has been entered. 

This is in response to the Amendment dated January 16, 2008. The text of those 
sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included In this action can be found In a prior Office 
Action. 

Response to Arguments 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

I. Claims 1, 12, 14 and 16-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification In such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

With regards to claim 1, lines 5 and 12-13; and claim 16, lines 3-4, the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, has been withdrawn In view of Applicant's 
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amendment. 

With regards to claim 1 , line 3, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
is as applied in the Office Action dated October 16, 2007 and incorporated herein. The 
rejection has been maintained for the following reasons: 
Claim 1 

line 2, recites "a metallic strip". 

Applicant states that a strip which is made of metal is clearly "metallic" which is 
all that is required in order to support the claim in question. 

In response, the claimed metallic strip reads on graphite . Graphite is metallic and 
is not a metal. The written description discloses a metal strip (page 2, [0006]; and page 
4, [0013]). One of ordinary skill in the art would not reasonably convey that a strip made 
of a metallic non-metal is clearly a metal. 

II. Claims 1, 12, 14 and 16-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

With regards to claim 1, lines 12-13; claim 12, line 2; claim 16, lines 2-3; and 
claim 17, line 2, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, has been 
withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment. 

With regards to claim 12, lines 2-3, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, is as applied in the Office Action dated October 16, 2007 and incorporated 
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herein. The rejection has been maintained for the following reasons: 

Claim 12 

lines 2-4, recite "wherein the connector comprises a material selected from the 
group consisting of a precious metal and a conductive material with a precious-metal 
coating". 

Applicant states that, for example, if Claim 1 itself recited that the solar cell 
connector is made of a particular material, presumably no one would question the 
proposition that it is clear and definite. 

In response, the body of claim 1 does not recite any "material". Thus, the claim 
reads on the metallic strip and the connector material as being two separate and 
independent elements of the solar cell. 

One of ordinary skill in the art is not required to read that the connector material 
is limiting or further limiting the metallic strip in any way. 

It is well settled that unpatented claims are given the broadest, most reasonable 
interpretation and that limitations are not read into the claims without a proper claim 
basis therefor. In re Prater 4^5 F. 2d 1393. 162 USPQ 541 (CCPA 1969); In re Zeltz 
893 F. 2d 319, 13 USPQ 1320. 

Thus, it is still unclear what is the relationship between the metal strip (from claim 
1 , line 2) and a precious metal and a conductive material with a precious-metal coating 
(from claim 12, lines 3-4). Such omission amounting to a gap between the necessary 
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structural connections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC !^ 102/103 

Claims 1 and 17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Webb et al. (US Patent No. 
3,422,213). 

The rejection of claims 1 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Webb et al. is as applied in the 
Office Action dated October 16, 2007 and incorporated herein. The rejection has been 
maintained for the following reasons: ' 

Applicant states that the central opening is clearly not round, oval or polygonal, 
as recited in Claim 1 . 

In response, claim 1 , lines 9-1 1 , recite that "said central opening is intermediate 
said first and second connection areas, and is delimited bv a surrounding marginal 
area of said metallic strip ". 

Claim 1 , lines 12-13, recite " the marginal area is one of round, oval, and 
polygonal". 

The surrounding marginal area of the metallic strip is not the central opening. 
The surrounding marginal area is the metallic strip that surrounds or delimits the central 
opening. The metallic strip that sun'ounds or delimits the central opening disclosed by 
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Webb is round or oval (see bulge part): 

(Fig.2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

Claim 12, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Webb et al. (US Patent No. 3,422,213) as applied to claims 1 and 17 above, and 
further in view of Pollard (US Patent No. 6,034,322). 

The rejection of claims 12, 14 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Webb et al. as applied to claims 1 and 17 above, and further in view 
of Pollard is as applied in the Office Action dated October 1 6, 2007 and incorporated 
herein. The rejection has been maintained for the reasons as discussed above. 

Applicants' remarks have been fully considered but they are not deemed to be 
persuasive. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 
I. Claims 1, 12, 14, 16-17 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
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contains subject matter wliich was not described in tlie specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
Claim 1 

lines 12-13, recite "the marginal area is one of round, oval, and polygonal". 

Applicant's specification, pages 1-9, does not mention wherein the marginal area 
is one of round, oval, and polygonal. Thus, there is insufficient written description to 
Inform a skilled artisan that applicant was in possession of the claimed invention as a 
whole at the time the application was filed. 

However, there is sufficient written description for wherein the marginal area is 
frame-shaped round, oval and polygonal (page 4, [0010] to [001 1]). 

The Examiner has carefully considered the entire specification as originally filed, 
however, there is found no literal support in the specification for the newly added 
limitations in amended claim 1 . Applicants have not provided the page number and line 
numbers from the specification as to where the newly added limitations are coming 
from. Ex parte Grasselli, 231 USPQ 393 (Bd. App. 1983) afTd mem. 738 F.2d 453 
(Fed. Cir. 1984). 

II. Claims 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Claim 16 

line 2, "the conductive material of the connector" lacks antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102/103 

Claims 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Webb et al. (US Patent No. 
3,422,213) as applied to claims 1 and 17 above. 

Webb is as applied above and incorporated herein. 

Webb also teaches wherein the marginal area of said metallic strip is formed as a 
single monolithic portion of said metallic strip (= carved from a single piece of material) 
[col. 3, lines 6-12; and Fig. 2]. 

Web also teaches wherein said tabs (= first section, second section and third 
section) project substantially normal to said marginal area of said metallic strip (= a T- 
connector) [col. 3, lines 1-5; col. 3, lines 50-52; and Fig. 1]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edna Wong whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1349. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1342. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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